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Limited resumption of public Masses  

Bishop Guglielmone has announced that, beginning Monday May 11, public Masses may re-
sume on a limited basis.  He asks that individuals who meet ANY of the following criteria please 
stay home for the time being:

• 65 years of age or older
• Feeling sick
• Immunocompromised
• Respiratory issues

Phase 1

For some, the Bishop’s announcement is an occasion for joy.  For those asked to “please stay 
home,” feelings may vary.  Some will be relieved that the Bishop is asking them to stay home 
and be safe; others will be disappointed – even frustrated.  We have been away from the Eu-
charist for 44 days, and we long to be reunited around the table of the Lord’s Supper. Staying 
home for an additional stretch of time will be a diffi cult burden to bear.  For those, who have 
questions and concerns, we provide the following questions and answers: 

Is Bishop Guglielmone preventing seniors from exercising their religion?
Bishop Guglielmone is asking seniors and other vulnerable citizens to practice their faith 
by watching livestream Masses from home.  This is a temporary measure.  Seniors may also 
visit Christ Our King throughout the week for private prayer and adoration.  Masses will 
continue to be livestreamed for the foreseeable future.  

Is the Governor preventing seniors from exercising their religion?
The Governor has imposed temporary limitations on mass gatherings during a time of pan-
demic.  The imposed limitations are intended to keep people safe and prevent the spread of 
disease.  Every citizen of South Carolina is free to profess and practice the Catholic faith.
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What about healthy, younger seniors who do not feel “vulnerable”?
Regardless of how vulnerable an individual might feel, all individuals aged 65 or older are asked 
by Bishop Guglielmone to please stay home for the time being.  The Bishop is concerned for 
the well-being of seniors and those who love and care for seniors.

Why can’t individual Catholics choose for themselves whether or not to attend Mass during 
the pandemic?
An individual’s choice to attend Mass affects the entire communtiy.  Should a senior contract 
COVID-19 at Mass, he/she risks bringing the virus to other seniors.

Who will fi ll-in for senior volunteers at Mass?
At Christ Our King, when it comes to stewardship of time and talent, seniors bear a signifi cant 
share of the burden.  During the fi rst phase of the resumption of Masses, younger parishioners 
will be honored to step-up and help.

I don’t know anyone locally who has COVID-19.  Why should I stay home?
Stay-at-home measures have effectively fl attened the curve in South Carolina, but the threat 
of the virus has not passed.  Some parts of the United States have suffered greatly, and experts 
warn of a resurgence in areas of relaxed protocols.  Personal pereceptions of the severity of the 
outbreak have no bearing on the scientifi c reality of the situation.  The Bishop’s safety protocols 
are based on sound public health policy.

Is Christ Our King obliged to comply with the Bishop’s wishes?
Pastors in the Diocese of Charleston may not resume public Masses without informing the local 
Dean of their specifi c plans to implement the Bishop’s guidelines.  Pastors and individual Cath-
olics are bound to follow with Christian obedience the authority of Bishop Guglielmone.

Rejoice in hope, endure in affl iction, persevere in prayer. – Rom 12:12


